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NOCA is an accredited developer of American National Standards. What is an American National Standard?

American National Standards developed by NOCA establish criteria that address products and services that are consistent with NOCA’s mission. The processes and procedures meet stringent requirements for openness, balance, consensus, and due process, as defined by NOCA’s standards development policies. American National Standards developed by NOCA satisfy all of the requirements of the National Technology Transfer and Advancement Act (NSSTA) of 1995. The act encourages federal agencies to utilize voluntary consensus standards development activities.
How does NOCA decide whether or not to develop an American National Standard when it receives a proposal?

NOCA welcomes proposals for the development of an American National Standard from groups and individuals. When a proposal is received at NOCA headquarters, it is forwarded to NOCA’s Research and Development Committee for consideration. If the Committee determines that the proposal is consistent with NOCA’s objectives, the Committee forms a task force with the necessary expertise and resources to evaluate the proposal in detail and develop a recommendation for the Committee. The Committee reviews the task force’s recommendation and formulates a formal recommendation for the NOCA Board of Directors. However, if upon the Committee’s preliminary review the proposal is found to be incomplete or inconsistent with NOCA’s objectives, the Committee does not form a task force, but instead advises the Board of its finding. The NOCA Board of Directors makes the final determination and communicates with proposers.
What general procedure is involved in the development of a national standard?

NOCA’s Standards Development and Maintenance Policies govern all aspects of standards development beginning at the point that NOCA has decided to undertake the development ofa standard. These policies require openness and consensus. NOCA forms a main committee to serve as the consensus body responsible for the development and revision of a standard. The main committee is composed of individuals who are knowledgeable about the issue(s) or topic(s) to be addressed by the national standard. The main committee appoints task forces to research and draft the standard. The task forces collectively produce the draft standard, which is reviewed intensely by a broad spectrum of individuals and edited by an editorial committee that is made up of main committee members. 

Using a word processing program, please enter the information requested for each item below by clicking and entering text inside the indicated space. The space will expand to accommodate responses of varying length. While NOCA does not require that the proposal address all of the following items, it reserves the right to reject proposals that it believes lack information essential for its review and decision. NOCA further reserves the right to reject any and all proposals submitted and to cancel an agreement to develop a standard.
Working Name of Proposed Standard: 

	


Name of Organization Proposing the Standard:

	


Name and address of Responsible Individual: 
	


Telephone of Responsible Individual: 
	


Email of Responsible Individual: 
	


NOCA’s mission statement: NOCA promotes excellence in credentialing worldwide. We accomplish our mission through services such as: 

· Education 

· Research

· Advocacy 

· Accreditation

· Standards 

Please explain how the proposed standard is consistent with NOCA’s mission: 
	


Please identify the issue(s) or topic(s) to be regulated by the proposed standard: 
	


Please describe the standard as you envision it so that a person of reasonable ability will understand what it should look like. If there is already a draft of the standard, please provide it:
	


Please identify the primary stakeholder(s) or stakeholder group(s) for the proposed standard:

	


As an example, please identify an organization or program whose activity will be governed by the proposed standard and that is likely to be appropriate for review against the proposed standard:

	


Please identify how the credentialing industry will benefit from the proposed standard:

	


Are you aware of existing standards that address the issue(s) or topic(s) to be regulated by the proposed standard (even if the standard is from a very different industry or enterprise)? Yes No  If yes, please name them: 
	


Please describe the research you did to answer the previous question:
	


Has any organization other than NOCA evaluated the proposed standard for development? Yes No  If Yes, please name the organization(s):
	


Is any organization other than NOCA able and willing to participate in and/or provide support for the development of the proposed standard? Yes No  If yes, please name the organization(s): 
	


Have alternative(s) to the development of the proposed standard been considered? Yes No  If yes, please indicate the alternative(s) and the rationale for the decision(s) made: 
	


Has the perceived need for the proposed standard been assessed and described in writing? Yes No  If yes, please provide a copy.

